ABOUT DAN AUSTIN

Dan Austin has directed several pilgrimage documentaries exploring old paths and new throughout the world. His second film, True Fans, has toured internationally to over 150 cities, screened to more than 100,000 people theatrically, aired for three years on national cable and has inspired a musical from Broadway producer Bill Rosenfield. True Fans the musical was recently acquired by Fox Theatricals and is now in production in New York City.   

Austin is the author of the companion book to the True Fans documentary (Lyons Press), a non-fiction account of his cross-country mountain bike odyssey to the Basketball Hall of Fame that he took with his brother and best friend. In the vein of On the Road, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance and Hoop Dreams, True Fans discusses the transcendent power of basketball, America’s grassroots heroism and the spirituality of the journey.  

Austin has embarked on pilgrimages around the world while directing other documentaries. Pilgrimage of the True Jazz Fans (1997) chronicles a whimsical journey to legendary sports bar Jack and Dan’s Tavern in Spokane, Washington. Last Game (2001) is a journey by mountain bike through Mexico at Christmastime to the Great Ball Court of Chichen Itza. True Fans Forever (2005) is the much-anticipated sequel to True Fans. It was shot during journeys through Scotland, France, Paraguay, Peru, Ireland and Brazil, among other countries. In select cities, as part of the book tour, Austin will screen True Fans and True Fans Forever together as a whole for the first time.

Austin’s career is far from limited to work within the pilgrimage/adventure arena. He recently directed a film about the search for transcendence among street children in the ghettos of Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Petionville (2003) premiered to enthusiastic applause at the MountainFilm in Telluride film festival in May, 2004.  Angelina Jolie saw Petionville, and, earlier this year, invited Austin to work with her on her feature-length documentary, A Moment in the World. Austin has also worked with Paraguayan Humanitarian organization Pastoral del Niño in developing a PSA campaign for Paraguayan television aimed at helping parents in the rural, developing world understand the vital role they play in their children’s development.
During the past year and a half, Austin has consulted with high-end Icelandic outdoor gear company 66 Degrees North. He has traveled to Iceland numerous times, producing and shooting video and photography for 66 North’s North American launch. Austin is producing a documentary with 66 that retraces the journey of ancient, Icelandic saga heroes on their annual quests to meeting place Thingvellir, site of the world’s first parliament. Austin was also asked recently to consult on the logistics of a human-powered journey (and corresponding documentary film), carrying the Olympic Message from 2002 Winter Olympic Games host city Salt Lake City, Utah, to 2006 Winter Olympics host city, Torino, Italy.  

Austin is conversant in four languages and has traveled extensively throughout Europe and the Americas. He is director and host of the PBS television series Tales from the Trail, an exploration of the lore and scenery of western trails. He is currently artist-in-residence at creative firm Pompei A.D. in New York City where he is working on his second book (and film) project, an exploration of transcendence, and producing a documentary/media art exhibit exploring sacred space. 
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